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Kennedy said, ''Do me a 
favor and dotilgo down” 


since 1 968 — some of it un - 
covered by Greg , some by me. 
some by oUier. investigators— 
that the matter cries out for 
reconsideration by the most 
eminent of all juries, the 
American people. 

Greg and I decided to di- 
vide the task of preparing the 
manuscript along purely prac- 
tical Unes. Greg knew King— 
was deeply involved in his 
work. I, on the other hand, 
had ready access to extensive 
documentation throlTgh the 
Tiles of the Citizens Commis- 
sion of Inquiry, which I now 
head. So it was decided that 
Greg, should be primarily re- 
sponsible for writing the first 
part of the book, the part 
dealing with Martin Luther 
King and events leading up to 
his murder, and that I should 
be primarily responsible for 
the later parts of the book, 
those dealing with the murder 
and its aftermath. 


Did President 
Kennedy help 
kill Rev. King? 



. , • J \ actmst, is coauthor with Mark Lane of CODE NAME 

(Dy UiCK Gregory) “ZORRO”: The Murder of h&rtin tather King Ir. 


, Martin Luther King and I 
fought together on the battle- 
field for human justice. This is 
where I learned to respect him 
as a leader, to admire him and 
love him for what he was do- 
ing for humanity. Martin had a 
tremendous influence on my 
life, on my commitment to 
nonviolence, and on my com- 
mitment to the struggle for 
human justice. 


I watched Martin as he 
grew large and vital on the 



powerful Americans attemp- 
ted to make the world believe 
that what he was doing was 
wrong-that he was “picking 
on” America. They fought 
back by accusing Martin of be- 
ing everything except what he 
really was-one of the most 


hriUiant, dedicated, and ad- 
mired spokesrnen and leaders 
for the fight to gain humanity 
that this world has ever 
known. The FBI hated King 
with a passion. A clever crim- 
inal could have called the FBI 
and told them that King was 
organizing a march on one side 
of town, waited five minutes 
for aU the agents to get there, 
and then have an open season 
robbing the banks on the 
other side of town. 

I. watched Martin as he 
dealt with issues concerning 
the plight of the poor and 
oppressed. I watched as he 
dealt with violence and injus- 
tice in America, and as he 
■pointed out the country’s lack 
of moral leadership. Then I 
saw him become the con- 
science of America. 
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The FBI dubbed him^^Zerro,^ 


iilored and 
zed free, 
for ushers 
iizations. 

f£sr ANYWHERE 



f/M ///?_ 


I Today, nine years after his 
I death, Martin Luther King, Jr., 
is still the conscience of Amer- 
ica. I shall never forget how 
j upset America was when he 
began his vigorous, adamant,' 
and extremely vocal opposi- 
tion to the Vietnam War. 
Through him I came to under- 
stand that a commitment to 
nonviolence is more than 
marching for a cause and sing- 
ing “We Shall Overcome,” or 
turning the other cheek when- 
one was slapped by a Southern 
sheriff. , 

Qearly, those who feared 
for King’s life and safety were 
not paranoid. His violent 
death in Memphis is proof. 

1 And the “white folk watch- 
ers” in the black community 
I have been ever and acutely 
aware of what Mr. Charlie will 
and will not tolerate. When 
King left off antagonizing big- 
ots and Klansmen and began 
attacking defense spending 
and pointing out the inconsist- 
ency between claiming to be a 
Christian country and commit- 
ting unspeakable atrocities in 
Vietnam, they saw the gauge 
on the social Geiger counter 
go wild. Danger! Dan^r! Dan- 
ger! was the only possible in- 
terpretation. 

King, they felt, had crossed 
that invisible line separating 
black folks’ business from 
white folks’ business. The 
governmental policy makers, 
the industrial giants, the shak- 
ers and movers of American 
society do not use public 
accommodations. It was bare- 
ly relevant to thern whether or 
I not blacks were' served at 
Woolworth’s counter, or 
where they sat on the bus. 
King was no longer a darky 
preacher leading the country 
" rousing prayer meeting, 
vas attacking the power 

! elite. 

All over the world, Birm- 
ingham v/as making front 
pages-but in Birmingham, the 
! stuff wasn’t on the front page, 

page three or four. 

The front page was just busi- 
es as usui. 

1 had to call President Ken- 
nedy, though, that night. The 
note said, “Call Operator 18, 
Washington, D. C., the White 
House,” and so I called Opera- 
tor 18. I really was surprised, 
because when I said, “Dick 


Gregory,” Kennedy said, “Oh, 
yes, Dick, I’ve been waiting for 
your call. I have a problem 
and I wonder if you’ll help me 
■ with it?” 

Martin had announced that 
I was going to Birmingham. 
President Kennedy said, “Do 
me a favor and don’t go down 
to Birmingham, because I feel 
that Dr. King is wrong. We 
reached a settlement there, 
and everything is going to be 
fine-your going there will cre- 
ate problems.” 

So I said, “I want to go, 
you know. When I see what’s 
happening to black folks on 
television, with the news, and 
the fire hoses, and whatever 
deal between white folks 
that’s been made, the streets 
are where I need to be, and 
where I’m going.” And Ken- 
nedy said. “WeU, I’m sorry 
you feel that way, Dick, but 
thanks for returning my call.” 
Next day I got on a plane and 
flew to Birmingham. When we 
got off the plane and met with 
King’s people, I said that I 
reaUy had.to meet with Martin 
and tell him about the call I 
'had from the President, be- 
cause I thought it was serious 
and that there might be danger 
when we got to the 16th 
Street Baptist Church rallying 
point. 

When we arrived at the 
chinch, I had a strange feeling, 
seeing the police surrounding 
the church. I think it • went 
back to my childhood. My 
mother had told me about the 
lions eating the Christians. . 

I saw Martin Luther King at 
the Gaston Motel, which was 
bombed, but fortunately he 
had quietly left the day be- 
fore. The Gaston Motel was 
his headquarters. I looked at 
the police around the motel 
and questioned the people 
around me to see if it was safe 
enough. There were so many 
bombings, and other violence, 
that I had a premonition. This 
was before the 16th Street 
Baptist Church got blown up, 
when the four little girls were 
killed. 

I was invited to the home 
of A. D. King, Martin’s broth- 
er, in Birmingham. His house 
was also bombed. 

J. Edgar Hoover’s attitude 
toward civil rights activitists 


Did the FBI 
help kill Rev. 
King? (by 
Mark Le^ne) 


was evident from the first. FBI 
Special Agent Arthur Murtagh 
had served in Georgia in the 
early sixties. He told me that 
the ways the Bureau had chos- 
en- to deal with this delicate 
and potentially dangerous 
matter were hardly satisfac- 
tory. 

There was a code name for 
King-Zorrp. Zorro, the Span- 
ish word for fox, was a legend- 
■ ^ masked figure in the Span- 
ish Old West, popularized by a 
television program of the late 
fifties; a nobleman in disguise, 
he was a political Robin Hood. 
“Zorro” was followed and 
spied upon constantly, and 
concerted efforts were made 
to humiliate King. Murtagh re- 
lated; 

“The wiretap had been on 
for a long time. King had been 
awarded the Nobel Prize, and 
a banquet was planned for 
Kii^, to be in Atlanta, to 
which world dignitaries would 
be invited, thousands of peo- 
ple. It would be a testimonial. 

“I walked into the squad 
room in the morning and the 
agent came out of the meeting 
room and said, “They’re going 
to get Zorro now! Sullivan’s in 
there and we’re really going to 
get him!” 

In March 1968, King’s help 
was requested by SCLC mem- 
ber Reverend James Lawson, 
the leader of the Memphis 
Strike Strategy Committee. A 
plan was- formulafed-King 
would send in aides James 
Bevel, James Orange, Tyrone 
Brooks, Andy Young, and 
Hosea Williams to prepare a 
massive march in Memphis 
which would draw national at- 
tention to the strike. King’s 
aides recruited the help of an 
organized militant black 
group, the Invaders. This 
group had repeatedly brought 
hundreds of black students to 
earlier marches. The Invaders 
were helpful at times, provoca- 
tive at others. 
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co-author of CODE NAME “ZORRO" 


On the day of the March 28 
demonstration, a crowd of 
8,000 people, spanning many 
blocks, awaited Dr. King’s ar-. 
rival. Reverend Lawson no- 
ticed many marchers he had 
never seen at strike sessions or 
civil rights demonstrations di- 
rectly at the front of the 
march. 

Shortly after the march be- 
gan, the first windows were 
broken. In some areas, looting 
began before the marchers en- 
tered the area. According to 
eyewitness reports, police just 
watched this looting and did 
nothing to stop it until the 
marchers cam.e through. 

Soon the police entered, 
viciously and indiscriminately, 
attacking the demonstrators. 
Dr. King’s party comman- 
deered a passing car and was 
taken by a police escort to the 
Holiday Inn Rivermont Hotel. 

At a press conference the 
next day. King, vowed to re- 
turn to show that his tactics of 
mass nonviolent action were 
still viable. 


: The Murder of Martin Luther King Jr. j 


The official explanation of 
the Memphis march-tumed- 
riot is that the violence and 
looting were probably trig- 
gered by the Invaders. But a 
black reporter for Newsday, 
Les Payne, has turned up evi- 
dence which adds a new di- 
mension to the matter. . 

In an article entitled, “FBI 
Tied to King’s Return to Mem- 
phis,’’ Payne reached his con- 
clusion in three steps; 

1) Several FBI informants 
and at least one Memphis po- 
lice undercover agent were 
among the most active mem- 
bers of the Invaders. 

2) According to some wit- 
nesses, the Invaders led the 
.March 28 riots which at- 
tempted to discredit King. 

3) According to Jesse Jack- 
son and Andrew Young, “Dr. 
King would never have re- 
turned to Memphis if the vio- 
lence had not happened.” 

This seemin^y farfetched 
thesis must be considered seri- 
ously when viewed in the con- 
text of the FBI’s campaign to 
destroy Dr. King and their 
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file FBI was writing ''news 
stories” for wire services 




counterinteUigence program ter [sic]. King led the mar- 
tactics to provoke and disrupt . • chers to violence, and when 
■ black groups. One- PBI memo the violence broke out. King 


admitted the ,i 
provocatevrs —. .,. . in harassing 
and impelling criminal activi- 
■ ties ...” During the late six- 
ties, FBI, provocateurs in the 


of agents disappeared. 


ter [sic]. King led the mar- order to force compliance 
chers to violence, and when ,vith Negro demands in the 
the violence broke out. King sanitation workers’ strike in 
disappeared. -- -Memphis. On March 28, 1968, 

The. fine Hotel Lorraine in King disappeared. There is a 
Memphis is owned and patron- •= - first-class Negro hotel in Mem- 
ized exclusively by N^oes, -Cr {diis, the Hotel Lorraine, but 



ties, FBI, provocateurs in the but King didn’t go there for King chose .to hide out at the 

black iriovement repeatedly : his hasty exit. Instead,- King white owned-and-operated 

urged and initiated violent decided the plush Holiday Inn Holilay Inn Motel. 


;. In the Memphis setting. Motel,, white owned, operated 


idation: The PEHfT.1 


nonviolent march ; and almost exclusively patron- above facts have been included. 


into a riot would have fur- ized, 
thered the FBI’s goal of dis- it. ’I 1 
crediting King. of w 

On March 29 the Domestic only 


FBI drafted another “news 
story” and recommended that 
that article should also be fur- 
nished to cooperative news 
sources. It read: 


ized, was the place to “cool in the attached bli 
it. ’I There will be no boycott andum, and it is rec 
of white merchants for King, it be furnished to 
only for his followers. tive news media soi 

The FBI even provided a. Crimes Records D 
headline for the story: “Do As items showing Kinj 
I Say, Not As I Do.” ; crite. This will be 


Martin Luther King, during . caption of i1 


urged Negroes to boycott The purpose is to publicize .salvage his n 

downtown white merchants to hypocrisy on the part of Mar- ■ and his projected Poor Peo- 

achieve Negro demands. On tin Luther King. Background: pie’s Crusade. He was com-I 

3/29/68 King led a march for Martin Luther King has urged- • pelled to do so, at least partial-| 

the sanitation workers. Like Negroes in Memphis, Term., to ■ ly due to the FBI memoran-| 

Judas leading lambs to slaugh- boycott white merchants in dum of March 28 and the wide J 


it be furnished to a coopera- 
tive news media source by the 
Crimes Records Division for 
items showing King is a hypo- 
crite. This wifl be done on a 
highly confidential basis. 

The FBI memoranda I 
j accomplished their tasks. Dr. 
iKing returned to Memphis to 
■ lead a nonviolent march for 
, the sanitation workers and to' 
. salvage his national movement 
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Memphis. Ingr 
inform Black i 
cutting down 

embankment between the ; 

rooming house and the motel. | 

I asked Ms. Black if, in her | 

judgment, the trees would 5 

have interfered with a shot 
from the bathroom window to 
the motel balcony. “Well, it 
occurred to me that they 
might, and on reflection I 


hot King, and proclaimed indicated that he could p 
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